Background Information: Marketa Harvey


Marketa Maria Haynes Harvey was born to Herbert and Lurlean Haynes in Rockford, Illinois and in 1970 entered the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff on a four year music scholarship. After receiving a Bachelor of Science degree she went on to complete her Master of Science Education degree at Wayne state University in 1993.


Biology and Chemistry were her first teaching subjects at Wabbaseka High School in Wabbaseka, Arkansas in 1975, and it was there that she had her first experience teaching the scientific method. The school did not participate in a science fair and it was her goal to introduce the scientific method and to teach students how to do a science fair project. Later, after moving to the Detroit area, she began teaching at Divine Child High School where the curriculum requires all Chemistry students to participate in the annual Science Fair.


In 1986, she became the Science Fair Coordinator and saw modifications made to the curriculum that require students competing in the fair to complete a research paper on their science fair project for the next school year. The entire process helps students to prepare for the Metro Detroit Science and Engineering Fair.


During Marketa Harvey’s tenure as Science Far coordinator, Divine Child High School has had ten Grand Prize Winners, three in the school’s first group project in 2001, and two Grand Prize winners in 2000 and 2002. Mrs. Harvey believes the science fair experience teaches teenagers to solve problems and encourages them to venture into the unknown.
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